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DEATH RATE TOTAL DETHS
AGE %
all cases 30299
80+ years old 14.80% 17452 57.60%
70-79 years old 8.00% 9817 32.40%
60-69 years old 3.60% 2366 7.81%
50-59 years old 1.30% 636 2.10%
10-49 years old 0.40% 27 0.09%
TOTAL 30299 100% |
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BE SURE
TO WASH YOUR
HANDS AND ALL
WILL BE WELL.
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testing antivirals or immunization (Table 10). The Koch’s pos-
tulates for SARS-CoV as a causative agent of SARS were
fulfilled with a primate model using cynomolgus macaques
(Macaca fascicularis), which demonstrated clinical and patho-
logical features with some similarities to those found in hu-
mans (182). On the contrary, African green monkeys (Cerco-
pithecus aethiops) did not develop significant lung pathology
after inoculation with the SARS-CoV. The lack of consistency
in primate animal models of rhesus, cynomolgus, and African
green monkeys for experimental SARS was noted in another
study (239). Moreover, these large mammals are expensive and
difficult to handle. BALB/c mice demonstrated asymptomatic
or mild infections in lungs and nasal turbinates by intranasal
inoculation, which was not significantly different from the find-
ings with inoculation of immunological Thl-biased C57BL/6
mice (105). BALB/c mice that were 12 to 14 months old de-
veloped symptomatic pneumonia, which correlated with the
age-related susceptibility to acute SARS in humans (287). As
expected, STAT-1 knockout-immunodeficient mice had fatal
and disseminated disease (143). Transgenic mice expressing
human ACE?2 receptors also developed fatal disease, with ex-
trapulmonary dissemination to many organs including the
brain (240, 337). It is interesting that mouse-adapted SARS-

SHOULD WE BE READY FOR THE REEMERGENCE
OF SARS?

The medical and scientific community demonstrated mar-
velous efforts in the understanding and control of SARS within
a short time, as evident by over 4,000 publications available
online. Despite these achievements, gaps still exist in terms of
the molecular basis of the physical stability and transmissibility
of this virus, the molecular and immunological basis of disease
pathogenesis in humans, screening tests for early or cryptic
SARS cases, foolproof infection control procedures for patient
care, effective antivirals or antiviral combinations, the useful-
ness of immunomodulatory agents for late presenters, an ef-
fective vaccine with no immune enhancement, and the imme-
diate animal host that transmitted the virus to caged civets in the
market at the beginning of the epidemic. Coronaviruses are well
known to undergo genetic recombination (375), which may lead

to new genotypes and outbreaks. The presence of a large reser-
voir of SARS-CoV-like viruses in horseshoe bats, together with
the culture of eating exotic mammals in southern China, is a time
bomb. The possibility of the reemergence of SARS and other
novel viruses from animals or laboratories and therefore the need
for preparedness should not be ignored.
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